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Well, the story is that as a young bo
up in Medford, Oregon, | loved doing &
coach taught us to jump the western
we cleared the bar on our belly, and t
Walking home from school with a frie
stop at the high jump pit, put up the b
couple of jumps. | was daing the sciss
intuitively it was the natural style for
what | used until | reached high schec
coach noticed | was scissoring and the
just goofing off but | explained to him
style that I'd learnt.

You were Lhe only one doing il.

Right. I'd been reasonably successf
through school, | could occasionally v
and | was competitive. But he said the
was old, it wasn’t so efficient, and | sF
the western roll or the straddle. He b
me and of course | was starting over,
learn this technique, jumping at 5 fee
about a foot [30cm) behind the other |
my personal best was 56 [1.63m]), It
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first time you've worked with adidas...

The first time | spoke with Adi Dassler was well
over 30 years ago. In the early days we used to
trek up to the foot of the big mountains in heavy
climbing boots, up to 20 days of walking, but it was
a long way frem Kathmandu or Lhasa to Everest
and we had to walk that lang distance in lightar
shoes, It was something of a sacrilege when we
first began to use trainers to get to base camp;
that was regarded as the worst thing you could
possibly do. The Everest base camp is at about
5,500 metres. We could get that far without prob-
lem, even if it snowed, and we could &lso wear
them to go through rivers if we had tc, we just
emptied out the water and carried on. What we
needed were trekking boots, and that's haw the
first trekking boots came into being, the first to be
mass-produced, that | then continued to wear for
my expeditions for years. When | climbed Everast
sola in 1980 | even wore them up to 7.000 metres,
then of course | changed Lo bigger and heavier
boots for the final ascent.

thing to do with them, How did you manage to
think af adidas?

If | remember rightly, there was a very good
climber called Toni Reiter working for adidas
promotion at that time, and | asked him if there
was any chance of adidas making lighter boots
for the walk-in. Nobody had made trekking boots
at that time; there were either the light training
shoes, or the heavy climbing boots. Trekking itself
was relatively new; people had started trekking
towards the end of the 1940s, early 70s, and
there were relatively large numbers of Europeans
who went hiking in the Himalayas. They called
it trekking, walking from one village to another,
overnighting in tents in small camps and going
up not just as far as base camp but sometimes a
bit further.
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Were you thinking of your own requirements ar
were you thinking wider, and the interests of the
sports market more generally?

| was only thinking of myself and what | needed
for our expedition. | never stopped to think what
more might be made out of them. Shoes and boots






You could say that although I'm na
ambassador and part of the adidas fa
actually meant even maore to me whei
| was about eight when something ha
that was the greatest thing in my life.
saved his hard-earned money for a ye
to afford to buy me a pair of adidas fo
Copa Mundials, the best at the time.

Did you know he was saving for them,
surprise?

It was such a huge effort he had tor
course we all knew about it, even my
along with it, but it didn't make life ez
a bit watery-eyed when | came homr
them... and you know, even now, look
still moves me to think about it.

Was that a Christmas present or a hirt
present?

Mo, It was a present for a lifetime. £
he had to put money aside, so it was ¢
any Christmas present. It was more tl
of present, it was something that you
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There was a moment around the en
some very strange sneakers startec
the streets of the world and | found
| wondered what was going on. That v
shock for me. That was the first mom
interested in sports shoes.

You could see they were popular but e

They were so popular, but for me tk
They were shaped like monsters, and
combinations that were just not acce
sense of beauty. But in the case of a
not that bad.

adidas appearcd better than the other
Yes, they looked as if they were kee
their history.

But they were essentially sports shoas
Yes, sports shoes in the street,
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already knew adidas from your sc huuliays back
in Atlanta, right?

Right. I've been with adidas since | was, say,
about 14, maybe even younger. The team | was
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with, the Atlanta Celtics, was sponsored by adidas.

The first pair | had were some green shell-toes,
and after that | just fell in love with the style and
the way they felt.

You joined the company in 2004 and that agreement
was renewed in 2007, so somebody must have been
doing something right!

Well yeah! There's no other company | even
wanted to be around, because of the great
relationship | have with all the staff. It's great
being able to design your own shoes and being
able to say, hey, | had a part in helping this adidas
brand to get out. It's a big honour. A (ot of the
shoes I've worn in the past and I'm wearing now,
I've had a chance to sit back and think about what
| wanted on them.
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there's a strap, il‘l-l'." you open it and there he is
when he was a baby. On the other shoe there's a
picture of me and NBA Commissioner David Stern
when | got drafted. And there’s a scripture on
them, Philippians 4.13, | can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me. It's one of the scrip-
tures that has taken me a long way. Growing up in
Atlanta, no one really believed in me, but | stuck
with that scripture and | had to put it on that shoe.

What size do you take?
Eighteen! Little feet!

If they're that big, they're hound to be heawy

Well, yes, they are heavy to everybody else, |
guess, because they're so big, but to me they're
light. The shoes | wear feel good, they're very
comfortable, and once anyone wears them and
then maybe goes back to wearing other kinds,
they say, oh, | need to wear these new shoes, Now
I throw my shoes out into the crowd for the fans,
50 every game |'ve got a new pair. And | think they



































